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From The

Supervisor’s Desk

By: Walt Wilburn, Township Supervisor

Spring is just around the corner. Are you ready?

And with Spring comes the usual questions. Hopefully the following will answer
some of them for you.

1. Roads: The following is a list of roads that are on our list to repair this year:

a. Lewis Avenue - 1,100 feet north of Sterns Road to the Railroad Tracks..........ccccocevvrieneee. 2.48 miles
b. Sterns Road - Telegraph Road to LEWIS AVENUE .......cceoveveieeeieieeee e 1.76 miles
c. Douglas Road - Dean Road to Temperance ROAd ..........cccovevveieieeeeieiesi e 1.00 Mile
d. Douglas Road - Sterns Road to Dean ROAA .........ccccevvveiiirieneieicieereeeeee e 1.00 Mile
e. Summerfield Road - Smith Road to Douglas Road .............ccccviviviiniievencceee e 0.70 Mile

As you know the Monroe County Road Commission has the responsibility of caring for all our roads
(With the exception of a few private drives). And, just to be clear, there is only a very, very small amount
of your property taxes that go toward the repair of roads. To find out specific amounts, you may call the
Supervisors Department and they will furnish a break down of percentages of each fund for you. If your
street is still on the waiting list and you have pot holes that need attention. Please call 734.847.6791
extension 122, and report the problem.

2. Yards: It probably seems a ways away before we have to get out the lawn mower, but believe me it
will be here before we realize. Please keep your yard and lot mowed this summer. We want our township
to look its best and your neighbors will really appreciate you effort. Keeping a neat yard will also keep
the rodents, snakes and mosquitoes away also. That’s a GOOD thing.

3. Burning: Remember that you may burn yard waste during the months of April, May, September,
October and November. Please call for 734.847.6791 for all other types and times for burning.

4. Mosquito Spraying: Spraying usually starts in May. Please do your part to keep standing water on
your property to a minimum. Last year was an extremely good year for mosquitoes. Let’s try to make this

year a banner year for NO MOSQUITOES.

Now that we’ve listed all the TO DO items, how about some events that will be going on around town
this spring and summer. After all the hard work listed above you might need a break to do something fun
or inspiring, or healthy.

a. Relay for Life .....c.ccoovvvvivvvieicnccecce, May 19-20, 2007 (Bedford High School Stadium)
b. Healthy Living ......cccocoverveiviiinnns May 24, 2007 (Bedford - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church)
C. SAMANA DAYS ...voeeevereeeeeee s ens June 9, 2007 (Downtown Samaria)
d. Strawberry FESt ..o June 16, 2007 (Bedford Senior Center)
€. SUMMEITESE ...ocvvivcicece s June 21 thru June 24, 2007 (Parmalee Park)
f. Walk Bedford .........cccooeovvvvivinnnnnn, June 29, 2007 (High School, Jackman Road to Carr Park)
0. FIreworks ......ccooovvvviviievince e June 29, 2007 (Bedford High School Stadium)
h. Or maybe just enjoy our wonderful parks................

Just thinking about these events will bring you right out of the winter doldrums. I for one, am really
looking forward to the Relay for Life. Come on out and join your neighbors. Walking and talking is good
for us all. As a one year cancer survivor, | certainly plan to walk and I know that this event will be a
fantastic way to start the summer season. [
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Passport Information

By: Robert Schockman, Township Clerk

October of 2003. We are delighted to be able to assist our

residents as well as residents of other communities in
acquiring a passport so that they can travel abroad. The $67% fee
to the U.S. Department of State must be in the form of a check or
money order for citizens who wish to apply for a passport at
Bedford Township Hall. The $30% execution fee and $10% fee for
photographs can be paid by check, money order or cash.

If you are planning a trip outside of the United States, please
allow 10 to 12 weeks processing time for passport applications. If
you need a passport in 4 weeks or less, the U.S. Passport Service
will “expedite” your application for an extra $60% fee per
application. With this extra fee, your passport application will be
processed in 2 to 3 weeks.

Adults-age 16 or over
(valid for 10 yrs.)

Bedford Township Hall has been a passport agency since

Age 15 or under
(valid for 5 yrs)

Passport Fee $67% $520
Execution Fee $30% $302
Total $97% $820

If you wish to have Bedford Township take your passport
photos, a $10% additional fee will be charged along with the $30%°
execution fee. Bedford Township’s hours for accepting passport
applications is Monday-Friday, 8:00 am til 5:00 pm. For any other
information, you can go to our website, www.bedfordmi.org and

“click™ on passport information. From this site you can get general
information or access the U.S. State Department’s website. If you
do not have internet access, please call me or one of my staff at
734.847.791.

Latest News From The U.S. Department of State

e Effective January 23, 2007 — Passports will be required for all
air travel border crossings, as well as land, sea, & air travel to
all countries except between the U.S. and Canada, Mexico, the
Caribbean, and Bermuda.

® A limited-use passport in card format is currently under
development and will be available for use for travel only via
land or sea between the U.S. and Canada, Mexico, the
Caribbean, and Bermuda. It will be similar in size to a credit
card and will fit easily into a wallet. This Pass Card is not in
use as yet, but we will notify residents as soon as we get word
from the State Department as to when it will be available and
what the cost will be.

If you have any questions or concerns about this or any other
travel outside of the United States, go to the state department’s
web site at www.travel.state.gov. This site will also give you
information regarding visa requirements, safety issues and
immunization requirements in certain countries, and a great deal
of other important information that will make travel plans easier
for you. [

humane

HIT:

Greater Toledo

Spay/Neuter Day

SIN-iIPI

S.NL.i.P. — Spaying/Neutering is Prevention, in cooperation with Humane Ohio, is offering a special one-day service to
Bedford area residents who wish to have their dog or cat spayed/neutered.

The Humane Ohio van will be at the Kroger parking lot, at Sterns and Secor Roads in Lambertville, from 7:30-7:45 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 25. Only those cats and dogs with S.N.i.P. vouchers will be transported to the Humane Ohio facilities for
the surgery. Pets will be returned to the same location at approximately 8:00 a.m. the following day for pick-up. Please arrive
promptly on both days. Pets should be in carriers with your name clearly marked on the outside. S.N.i.P. has a limited number
of carriers available for those who need them.

S.NL.i.P. offers subsidized vouchers to low-income families, multiple-pet owners, as well as families experiencing other
financial difficulties. The client’s cost for the surgery varies between $10% and $55% depending on various criteria such as
family income, number of pets, the weight and gender of the pet, etc. If you are interested in participating in the Spay/Neuter
Day, please call 734.856.7326 or 734.847.1130 for a S.N.i.P. application form. Individuals or families who qualify will be
sent a S.N.i.P. voucher to be presented to the Humane Ohio staff on Wednesday, April 25. [

Next Newsletter: Update on the new Government Center and

other good exciting things going on around Bedford Township.
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The c I e rk ’s c 0 r ” e r By: Robert Schockman, Township Clerk

a_.

Election News Update
Did You Know?

¢ The only election scheduled for 2007 is the May 8, 2007 Annual School Election.

¢ For this election, we have three (3) candidates for two (2) four year terms, two (2) candidates for one (1) two year unexpired
term, and a request for a Sinking Fund Millage. For information on either the candidates or the millage proposal, contact
Bedford Public Schools, 850-6000.

¢ The candidates for the four year terms are (in alphabetical order): Laura Keehn, Ann Myers, and Mike Smith.
¢ The candidates for the unexpired two (2) year term are (in alphabetical order): Joe Gore and Fred Swank.

¢ If you have any questions as to where to go to vote, please call the Bedford Township Hall at 847-6791, extension 134, or visit
the Township Website at www.bedfordmi.org, and click on Clerk, then Voter Information Website, where you will access a
statewide lookup for precinct locations.

¢ If you wish to vote in the June school election, but will be out of town on election day, you may request an absentee ballot until
Saturday, May 5, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. Call 847-6791, extension 134.

e The Clerk’s Department at Bedford Township Hall will be open on Saturday, May 5, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. for
absentee ballots. We will NOT be able to take payments or handle questions for any other department.

Bedford Township maintains a permanent absentee list for our registered voters. If you are 60 years or older or have a disability,
and wish to vote absentee, you can call the clerk’s department and be placed on the list. We will send you an absentee ballot
application for each election. All you have to do is fill out the application and send (or drop it off) it back to the township hall, and
a ballot will be sent to you. [

THE BEDFORD BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE

Winter Kill

Are newly dead branches on some of your woody plants this spring causing you to wonder if you should have wrapped those
naked limbs in burlap (or maybe heat tape)? Don’t be too quick to blame cold weather. Winter damage to plants hardy for this
region is frequently due to other causes. Stressed plants don’t over-winter well. The following tips may help prepare them better for
next winter:

Roots freeze faster than branches, so mulch well, especially for the first year or two after planting your tree or shrub.
Plants take up water until the ground freezes. Water them well until then.
Know your plants’ preferred growing conditions and site them accordingly. Bear in mind winter sun angles and prevailing
winds.

e Don’t do major pruning in mid-fall. Instead, bring out those clippers in February and March, or after flowering for spring-
blooming plants.
Use plant-friendly products to melt snow and ice rather than salt.

® When buying new plants, look for winter hardiness rated at Zone 5 or colder.

® And spread those roots out when you put that new specimen in the ground. Cut back strangling and dangling roots on pot-bound
specimens.

Then accept that early or late cold snaps, when trees and shrubs are either not hardened off yet or are emerging from dormancy,
may take their toll on flower or even leaf buds. And hope for better luck next year. [
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D 0 I I ar $ an d $ NS @ :: sierris. meyer, Township Treasurer

Reminders For 2007 Taxes

The 2007 Summer Tax bills will be mailed on July 1. Don’t forget that all of the County General Tax will be on this summer’s tax bill,
as per Public Act 357, along with the State Education Tax. There will not be any County General Tax on your winter tax bill but the
County Library and the County Senior Tax will continue to be collected on your winter bill. If you have changed mortgage companies,
refinanced or moved be sure to call our office at 734.847.6791, and let us know so we can send the tax bill to the correct place.

Sewer & Water Information
Sewer Rates For 2007

Sewer Rates will increase for 2007 because of the sharp increase in the cost of chemicals, insurance coverage, utilities and fuel costs.
Interest revenues, which have been used in the past to temper the sewer rates, continue to be low. Also the use of secondary meters
affects the billable flow for future years and also decreases the estimated billable flow for the current year.

2006 2007
Operations/Maintenance $3.15/M Gal $3.39/M Gal
Depreciation-Quarterly $1.50/R.E. $1.50/R.E.
Debt Retirement Charge-Quarterly $10.80/R.E. $9.90/R.E.

M. Gal. = One Thousand Gallons

Average Quarterly Residential Bill based on a Household of three:

2006 2007
Operations (20,000 Gallons) $63.00 $67.80
Depreciation (3 MONTHS) $1.50 $1.50
Debt (3 MONTHS) $10.80 $9.90
Average Quarterly Total Bill $75.30 $79.20

The average quarterly bill for residents on a well will be $79.20 in 2007 versus $75.30 in 2006. Residents on a well will pay the
$79.20 quarterly.

Well meters which will meter your household usage and reduce your quarterly rate if you use less than 20,000 gallons of water a
quarter are available through the township. For more information contact the Utility Clerk at 734.847.6791.

For Your Information

This information is for those of you that reuse envelopes that you receive from credit card companies or banks. We are receiving
sewer payments late because the payment was mailed in a return envelope received from a Credit Card Company. Credit Card Companies
code the return envelope with a bar code that the United States Postal Service equipment reads and delivers to that bar code address. By
the time the Credit Card Company or Bank realizes that the check is made out to someone else the sewer bill is late.

TREASURER - Continued on page 5
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TREASURER - Continued on page 5
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BEDFORD TownNsHIP LIBRARY NEWS

By: Lois White, Bedford Branch Librarian

2006 at your Bedford Branch library of the Monroe County Library System was a busy year. We are thrilled that so many

township residents are utilizing our facility.
e During 2007, the Library Advisory Board will be investigating the best possible way to enlarge our parking lot.

Monroe County Library System has declared 2007 the Year of the Teen and we are offering programs, such as gaming night on the
second Friday of each month from 5:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. (designed for 13-17 year olds).

April 22 at 2:00 p.m., James Alexander Thom, award winning historical fiction writer, will visit the Bedford Branch Library. This
event is in celebration of Library Week and the Friends of the Bedford Library will be serving refreshments.

Friends of the Bedford Library are offering an adult series “That’s What Friends Are For” beginning March 27 with Women of
History. April 20’s program will be An Evening With Shakespeare with John Farnham Scott directing. In celebration of Michigan
Week, on May 22 Kitty Donohoe will be featured performing Michigan folk songs. All of these evening events will begin at 7:00
p.m. and are free to the community.

Saturday, April 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Earth Awareness Day will be celebrated with a lecture, displays, and children’s
activities. Call the Bedford Branch Library for more information.

Classic Movies series on the third Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. will continue throughout the summer. On May 12, the third annual Lost
Aurts Festival will offer the community the opportunity to learn crafts. These artesians will be sharing their crafts from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Also, on this day, our Relay for Life team, the Book bags will be sponsoring a monopoly tournament. Call the Library
for more information.

Please stop in and join us for any or all of these programs. [
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Park Board News

Since this is the first township newsletter of 2007 and spring
will soon be here, we are repeating an article that was last published
in January of 2006, giving residents some basic park rules and
regulations. They are as follows:

Rental costs of either Community Center for Bedford residents
will be a fee of $200% and a refundable deposit of $200%. $50%
of the fee must be paid at the time of the reservation, with the
remaining $350% to be paid when the key is picked up. We will no
longer take telephone reservations for either Community Center.

Costs for a non-Bedford resident, will be $225%, with a
refundable deposit of $2002, and $50% to be paid in order to hold
the reservation.

Cancellation notification must be received 30 days in advance
of the event in order to receive refund of the $50% down payment.

There are no changes with regard to reserving the shelters at
the township parks. You must make a reservation and come into
the township hall to sign the form in order to guarantee your
reservation.

If you have any inquiries as to the availability of the Community
Centers or would like to reserve a shelter, please call 734.847.6791,
extension 134.

The Park Board has also made some changes to the rules and
regulations regarding the usage of the parks in general. Here isa
recap of those changes.

1. Motor vehicles are prohibited in township parks except in
designated parking areas.

2. Only skateboards and in-line skates are permitted in the fenced
skateboard ramp and riding course areas.

3. The speed limit for all types of motor vehicles on roadways
and parking areas shall be no more than 10 MPH.

4. Firesare only allowed in grills or fireplaces unless specifically
authorized in writing by a designated representative of the
Park Commission.

5. Firearms or bows and arrows, or any form of hunting is
prohibited in the parks.

6. Park hours are from sunrise until sunset with the exception
being Carr or Samaria Community Centers which may remain

open until 1:00 am.

7. No person shall tamper with park locks or locking mechanisms.
Duplicating of park keys is prohibited and all keys must be
returned to the Park Commission after authorized use has
lapsed.

8. Park lights cannot be used without a valid permit or
authorization by the Park Board.

9. Loud speakers are not permitted without permission of the
Park Board.

10. The sale of food, drink, ice, newspapers or any other product
is prohibited without written permission of the Park Board.

11. No person shall destroy, damage, deface or remove any
publicly owned property in the park, including tree shrubs,
wild flowers or other vegetation.

12. Cans, hottles, papers or other rubbish shall be placed in
receptacles and not be dumped or left on the park grounds, or
in waterways within areas adjacent to a park.

13. No person shall relocate, move or disturb any publicly owned
property in the park, including benches and picnic tables.

14. Alcohol, intoxicating beverages and other controlled
substances are strictly prohibited.

15. Obscene or profane language shall be prohibited within said
parks.

16. Unleashed dogs, cats and all other pets are strictly prohibited
in said parks, including the designated parking areas within
said parks. All pets shall be under the direct physical control
of the owner and shall be on a leash not exceeding 12 feet
long.

17. Allwaste refuse and litter deriving from pets shall be disposed
of properly.

18. No pets shall be allowed within the Playscapes.

Last but by no means least, the Park Board is announcing two
new members to the board, effective immediately. The board has
approved the appointment of Mr. Rick Garrett to fill the unexpired
term of former commissioner Connie Vellequette; and Mr. Greg
Szymanski to fill the unexpired term of former commissioner Mark
Fuller. We welcome these new members to the board. [J

News From The Assessing Department

The Assessing Department will begin the annual process of re-
appraising properties throughout all of Sections 31, 32, and 28 in
the Township. Smith, Secor, Sterns Roads, and Whiteford Township
border section 31. Sterns, Secor, Smith, and Douglas Roads border
section 32. Dean, Douglas, Sterns, and Jackman Roads border
section 28. We will be inspecting all properties within these sections
this year.

The purpose of these visits is to get accurate information on our
property record cards so we can fairly and equitably assess the
properties in these areas and throughout the Township. In addition
to the previously mentioned sections, the Assessing Department
will be visiting any properties that have any new construction,

remodeling, additions, etc. taking place throughout the year. The
Township Assessing Department personnel always carry photo
identification. If you have any questions regarding the personnel
that come to your home, please do not hesitate to contact the
Township Office at (734).847.6791.

The assessing information for the Township is available on the
Township web site at www.befordmi.org. If you need a copy of
the physical drawing of your home, map, etc. there is no charge for
information on your own property. The Assessing Department’s
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday thru Friday except for
holidays. [
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-~~~~Consumer Alert--~---~

INTERNET PHONE SERVICE ("VolP")
Will You be able to Reach 9-1-1 in an Emergemcy?

new kind of phone service heavily advertised in Michigan offers inexpensive “Voice Over the Internet” telephone calling, also
Aknown as “VolP.” VolIP technology allows you to make telephone calls using a broadband Internet connection instead of a regular
phone line. While VoIP may offer less expensive calling, consumers need to educate themselves before replacing their traditional
telephone service with VoIP. There are many important differences between VoIP and traditional telephone services, including some that
are less than obvious.

One of the most important differences relates to emergency 9-1-1 service. Some VoIP service providers may have limitations to their
9-1-1 service. For example, when a person calls 9-1-1 from a wireline telephone, emergency service providers automatically know the
caller’s location and can direct the correct emergency personnel to that location even if the caller is not able to provide an address. This is
not always true for 9-1-1 calls placed from an Internet-based phone. Because VoIP services can be used wherever you travel, as long as a
broadband Internet connection is available, the location of the caller cannot automatically be determined. Routing of 9-1-1 calls is based
on the address the customer registers with the VoIP provider, rather than the address from which the call is actually made, if they are
different.

In addition, VoIP service may not work during a power outage, or when the Internet connection fails or becomes overloaded. In May
2005, the Federal Communication Commission adopted rules requiring providers of interconnected VoIP services to supply 9-1-1 emergency
calling capabilities to their customers as a mandatory feature of the service by November 28, 2005. “Interconnected” VoIP services are
VolIP services that allow a user to receive and make calls to the traditional telephone network. Under the FCC rules, interconnected VolP
providers must:

e Deliver all 9-1-1 calls to the local emergency call center; access to the emergency response network.
@ Deliver the customer’s call back number and location ® Be sure to activate the emergency calling feature of your service
information where the emergency call center is capable of plan, if applicable.

receiving it; and
Inform their customers of the capabilities and limitations of their
VolIP 9-1-1 service.

Tips for VolP subscribers:

Have a clear understanding of any limitations of your 9-1-1
service.

Inform children, babysitters, and visitors about your VoIP service
and relevant limitations.

Consider keeping a land line phone to access 9-1-1 emergency

services.

Valuable information about VolIP, including how it works, the
advantages and limitations, and 9-1-1 service, is available on the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Web site: http://
www.fcc.gov/cgb/consumerfacts/voip.html or www.fcc.gov/cgb/
consumerfacts/voip911.html. [

® Provide your accurate physical address to your VoIP service
provider to ensure that emergency services can quickly be
dispatched to your location. Be familiar with your VoIP service
provider’s procedures for updating your address and promptly
update address information in the event of a change.

e \erify that you can access 9-1-1 with your phone by checking
your VoIP provider’s Web site. DO NOT dial 9-1-1 to test your

Meet The Township Hall Staff

(Each issue we will spotlight a different staff member in alphabetical order)

Years employed at Township Hall: 5

Township Department: | work for the Clerk’s Department as the Township’s receptionist and
I process plumbing, mechanical and electrical permits for the Building Department.

How long have you lived in Bedford: 16 years

Favorite thing about Bedford Township: There are so many genuinely good people in
Bedford.

Retirement Dream: Currently | stay busy raising my two terrific kids, Alex & Chloe, while
working full time for Bedford Township and part time for the Francis Family YMCA. I look forward
to my retirement years when | have free time to devote to working on humanitarian projects.

One thing you would like people to know about you: | have hearing loss in both ears
so please be patient with me if I misunderstand what was said or if | ask you to repeat yourself. [

Linda Hritz



BEDFORD TOWNSHIP BOARDS ano COMMISSIONS

2007 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

Bedford Township Board ...t Meets 1t and 3 Tuesday of each month
Beautification COmMMITEE ... .. Meets 2" Thursday of each month
Board Of ReVIEW ... ... Meets in March and possibly in July & December
Board of Zoning Appeals ... MeE€TS 18P Monday of each month
Cablevision COMMITIEE ... .. e Meets as needed
Economic Development Corporation ............covviiviiiiiiiieceeii ...Meets 1%t Thursday of each month

Fire Commission ..o, Meets 2”d Tuesday of each month Fire Station — 7016 Lewis Avenue
Bedford Library Board ... Meets 4" Monday of each month
Housing Commissio.............. Meets 3@ Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. — Ivor Lindsay — 8745 Lewis Avenue
Planning CoOMMISSION ......cooiiiiii e Meets 1, 2" and 4" Wednesday of each month
Park Commission .. .. Meets 2" and 4" Monday of each month
Downtown Development Authorlty ....................................................... Meets 18t Friday of each month at 1:00 p.m.
Law Enforcement COmMMIEE. .......o.ooiiiiiiiiiiiicc e Meets 2™ and 4" Tuesday of each month

Temperance Action Committee (TAC)......... Meets 15t Monday of Each Month at Ivor Lindsay - 8745 Lewis Avenue

o All meeting times are at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated.

o All meetings are held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act of 1976. Meetings are normally held at the Bedford Township Hall - 8100
Jackman Road - Temperance, MI 48182 unless otherwise indicated. Meetings are subject to change of date, time and place, pending notification.

o The Library Advisory Board meetings are held at the Bedford Branch of the Monroe County Library System - 8575 Jackman Road -
Temperance, Ml 48182.

¢ Housing Commission meetings are held at the lvor J. Lindsay Senior Housing Facility - 8745 Lewis Avenue - Temperance, MI 48182.

e The Township of Bedford will provide necessary and reasonable auxiliary aids and services for individuals with disabilities attending Township
meetings upon one week’s notice to the Township of Bedford. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the
Township of Bedford in writing or please call Walt Wilburn, Bedford Township Supervisor - 8100 Jackman Road - Box H - Temperance,
MI 48182 - (734) 847-6791.

Township Board meetings are broadcast on Buckeye Cable Channel 11 or 7 with box

the Wednesday after the meeting at 9:00 a.m. and the following Thursday at 7:00 p.m.
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